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GLAD TIDINGS

FEBRUARY 2021

Lent is Quickly Upon Us....Again
In “normal years”, we in the church are often
surprised about the symbolic differences of Lent from
the rest of the year. After all, if there ever was a
season in the liturgical year that helps us to identify
how different, how isolated we are from the others
around us, it is this one. In the magical land of “milk
and honey”, it is especially hard for Christians in our
common, normal life experience…particularly by
focus toward self-sacrifice during the season of Lent.
But, this year...this Lent...we have a different life
foundation from our “normal”. We have constant,
daily reminders, in this time of global pandemic, of
how we are living differently...again, being isolated
from the others around us.
Even with this new order of changed social
interaction, we STILL have those urges, basic to us
within our humanity as social creatures longing for
each other, to “get out there”. And it has been hard.
Hard for all of us.
I do not know if these times of pandemic help us
to become more self focused, even by necessity. But,
perhaps, our millennial-long, inward focusing during
Lent may help us now, even more than ever.
FR. HEIDT’S MESSAGE CONTINUED ON
PG. 8
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Rector
Warden
Warden
Treasurer
Parish Secretary
Financial Secretary
Music Director
Facility Maintenance

Fr. James K. Heidt
Willie Talmadge
Jane Padrón
Michael Rescigno
Annette Clark-Hani
Vacant
Erick Kroll
Chris Klara

Willie Talmadge, Warden (’22)
Jane Padrón, Warden (’23)
Brenda Outwater (’24), Sandie Latimer (’24)
Harriet Brennan (‘22), Mike Rescigno (`22),
Annie Deacon (’23), Wayne Osborne (‘22)
Annette Clark-Hani, Clerk of Vestry
Michael Rescigno, Treasurer

February 14 Susan Colmey
February 18 Colleen Corbett
February 22 Michelle Eychner
February 23 Muriel Boulerice
February 23 Brenda Outwater
February 24 Harold Potter

February 4 Jonathan Washburn
February 4 Lisa Wiggins
February 8 Maya Nelson
February 9 Breanna Deeley
February 11 Ashleigh Nelson
February 11 Kirk Ringdahl
February 12 Cathy Zbiegien

February 21 Michelle & David Eychner
IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY
LISTED PLEASE LET ANNETTE KNOW IN THE OFFICE.

ALTAR FLOWERS-Cost $35-Altar Flowers 2 weeks only in February due to Lent
February 7February 14-Sandie Latimer; In memory of : Margaret Latimer
Please help Zion defray some of the cost and sign-up in Clarke Hall.
Candle Oil & Bulletins-Cost $10-ALL THE TIME
February 7February 14February 21February 28-
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“Heavenly Father, watch over these your children, and grant that they may be restored to that perfect health
which is yours alone to give, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen”

Those needing extra prayers: Bernadette, Patricia, Joyce, Blaze, Lance, J. Daniel, Jill, Charles
O’Neill, John & Linda Hunter, Annie Seymour’s Family, Brett McDonnell, Georgia Northup, Ann Northup,
Richard Stratton, Lois Wiggins, Zachary Thomason, Joan Moore, The Gambier Family, Shirley Reali,
AnnMarie Bronson-Hunter, Pasquale Mesagna, Al & Krissy Rozanski, Lorelie Rice, Michael Potter,
Siegmund Urbanek, David Dutcher, Janet Renzi, Rachel Dyball, Sharon Dyball, Helen Seaman, Cindy
DeProspero-Outwater, Kevin & Alice Wilson, Bill McGee, Brenda Outwater, Wayne Towne, Grace
Millington, Ginny Telego, Catherine Zbiegien, Georgeanna Howanietz, Randy Jones, Sr., Janice
McNaughton, Jim & Pat Hoffman, Anne Staple, Bea Golden, Charlotte Rice, Erica Young & Baby, Sharon
Parsons, Karen Chapman, Lauren Ziegler, Joann Bienvenue, Willis Bienvenue, Susan Bogart, Fr.Ed
Caldwell

Though you cannot be with us in person at Zion Church, you are with us in thought and
prayer.
At Home .....................................Charles O’Neill
Catherine Zbiegien
John & Linda Hunter

We had our Annual meeting on January 24, 2021 on Zoom for the very first
time. The following people have been nominated to positions within the parish:
Jane Padrón to warden, Brenda Outwater to vestry, Sandie Latimer to vestry,
and Wayne Osborne to vestry. We will have a commissioning of the new
candidates during the January 31, 2021 service. We want to give a special
thanks to Jennifer Swinney who gave her service to the vestry for 6 years.
Watkins, Neil Wightman, Cynthia Grantham-Wright, Lois Wright, Wanda Younglove, Catherine Zbiegien
, Wanda
Younglove,
Zbiegien
In other
ZionCatherine
news....

In this newsletter we have an update from an old friend who use to attend Zion
while stationing in Rome, NY for military duty. That’s right on pg.7 of this
newsletter is an update on his life from Nicholas Sauliner.
Lenten program to begin on Zoom on Wednesday, February 24, from 6-8 PM;
if you would like the Zoom information on this please contact Annette at the
office.
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READINGS DONE BY INDIVIDUALS ON ZOOM
1st SUNDAY: The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 7, 2021-9AM- Holy Eucharist per Zoom
Priest
Lay Readers

Fr. Jim Heidt

Sandie Latimer

Check-In Persons
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Alternates for readings

Sandie Latimer
Brenda Outwater, Annette Clark-Hani
Jennifer Swinney/ Wayne Osborne
2nd SUNDAY: The Last Sunday after the Epiphany
February 14, 2021-9AM- Holy Eucharist per Zoom

Priest
Lay Readers
Check-In Persons
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Alternates for readings

Fr. Jim Heidt
Jane Padrón
Jennifer Swinney
Jane Padrón
Brenda Outwater, Annette Clark-Hani
Annette Clark-Hani/ Sandie Latimer
3rd SUNDAY: The First Sunday in Lent
February 21, 2021-9AM—Holy Eucharist per Zoom

Priest
Lay Readers

Check-In Persons
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Alternates for readings

Fr. Jim Heidt
Rick Weltz
Annette Clark-Hani

Rick Weltz
Harriet Brennan, Grace Millington
Jane Padron, Tina Rescigno
4th SUNDAY: The Second Sunday in Lent
February 28, 2021-9AM—Holy Eucharist per Zoom

Priest
Lay Readers
Check-In Persons
Acolyte
Altar Guild
Alternates for readings

Fr. Jim Heidt
Tina Rescigno
Mike Rescigno
Tina Rescigno
Harriet Brennan, Grace Millington
Jennifer Swinney, Wayne Osborne
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ERICK KROLL’S FROM THE ORGAN BENCH

You may know about Charles Wesley, the hymn
composer; and you may know about John Wesley who is
credited with starting the Methodist church; but you may
not know about Samuel Wesley. Samuel Wesley born
February 24, 1766 is the son of Charles Wesley and
nephew of John Wesley. Samuel Wesley has all but fallen
into obscurity, but during his lifetime he was a prolific
organist and composer including symphonies, concerti,
services, anthems, and motets. He taught himself how to
read and write at the age of 5; at age 8 he composed parts
of an oratorio, Ruth; learned the violin of which he mastered; at age 11 he
published Eight Lessons for the Harpsichord. Quite the prodigy. He also
introduced the music of Bach to England through his English publication of The
Well-Tempered Clavier. He was also a master performer of Bach's organ music
as well.
In 1787 Samuel Wesley's creative output was hampered by a severe head injury
from falling into a deep excavation prepared for the foundation of a new building
of which he refused an operation for treatment. From this injury, he suffered
bouts of mood instability. He did have several children most notably Rev.
Charles Wesley, D.D. (1795-1859), and Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876)
who was also a gifted organist and composer.
Sources are from the Encyclopedia Britannia and Bach-Cantatas.com

Cheers,
Erick
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WE HAD OUR STORY PUBLISHED IN THE JAN.
24TH ISSUE OF THE MESSENGER
Zion Episcopal, Rome blesses the community with warmth

Zion Episcopal Church in Rome set
up a Mitten / Blessing tree
in December, sharing socks, gloves,
scarves, and hats for both adults and
children. They are grateful to
everyone who made donations, and
welcome further donations, as the
tree will be available all winter long.

WORKSHOPS OFFERED BY THE DIOCESE OF CNY
What gifts has God given us?
What are the needs we see around us?
What future is God bringing forth in our midst?
The COVID-19 pandemic has found us experimenting with new forms of ministry, worship, and building
community. Do you need to take a deep breath and reflect in community?
The 2021 Learning Communities Initiative offers three short workshops, open to all, to engage the
LCI's ~Listen~Act~Reflect~ process:
• Dwelling in the Word/ Listening with the heart
• Sharing our actions with each other
• Reflecting on what we have heard and what we have done, and considering how to incorporate
our learning into the fabric of our parish and diocesan community
Three workshops are planned on Zoom; attend one or all three:
• Saturday, February 6th (9:00-11:00 a.m.) (Please REGISTER by Wednesday, Feb 3rd)
• Saturday, April 10th (9:00-11:00 a.m.) (Please register by Wednesday, Apr. 7th)
• Saturday, June 5th (9:00-11:00 a.m.) (Please register by Wednesday, Jun. 2nd)
Everyone in the Diocese is welcome to attend any of the three workshops, whether you have LCI
experience or not. A team approach works best, so if you can, please gather two or more people from the
parish to attend each workshop and bring the process back to their congregation.
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Hello, People of Zion!
I am pleased for this opportunity to write to you all at the beginning of 2021. At this point it has
been about a year and a half since I left Rome for Toronto, Ontario and seminary at Wycliffe
College. I had made it about three quarters of the way through my first academic year before we
were completely shut down due to COVID in March of last year. We quickly made the transition to
Zoom classes, and my placement plans for hospital chaplaincy in Halifax, Nova Scotia, were
promptly cancelled, and I have been in Toronto ever since!
Toronto, as Canada’s largest city, is unsurprisingly also this country’s leader for COVID cases.
While not yet in as dire of a situation as some places south of the border, we have once again been
thrust into a period of lockdown. Who would have thought that during my first year in Seminary I
would have been literally locked out of church!! This year has been tough for all of us in different
ways. This summer I took up growing a vegetable garden and this fall I even built myself a desk
for my new home (Zoom-dominated) office. Your gift to me when I left your midst last summer of
the Logos Bible software has proved to be an invaluable resource in this strange time when
physical libraries are hard to access.
Through this time, though, I have had some chances to reflect on God’s place in the pandemic.
New Testament Scholar and retired Anglican Bishop N.T. Wright wrote a short reflection book
called “God and the Pandemic” which I read this summer, and my classes have certainly taken
small glances at the theology of the pandemic. We, as Christians, must remember the promises of
God promised to us through our saviour Jesus. The parable of the persistent widow in Luke 18
reminds us of our “need to pray always and not to lose heart” (Luke 18:1, NRSV) so that when
Jesus returns, he will find faith on earth. There is great hope to be found through the fog that is all
around us, with our ultimate hope resting in His kingdom.
As we move into this second year of the pandemic, I pray for your health and safety and that we
might meet again by the grace of God. I thank you for your prayers for me and ask that you please
remember my colleagues who are struggling with isolation and loneliness.
Blessings,
Nicholas
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FR. HEIDT’S MESSAGE CONTINUED...
Because Lent is really about self-preparation. Each of us looks to focus into a disciplined,
private life of worship, prayer, and repentance…all so we can find our real selves, our deeper,
hidden life in Christ. We are reminded of our own mortality, as well as the frailty of all physical
things on Ash Wednesday as we hear to "Remember, that you are dust and to dust you will
return."
But, there’s more…far more. Lent strongly directs us toward the one objective uttered by
St. Paul, “It is no longer I that live, but Christ who lives in me." Now, it is no longer selfsacrifice, but rather a metaphorical form of “working out” with Jesus as our personal trainer.
Now, particularly in this 2021 season, this is the time for our re-focus into real action. The
action of self-preparation for spiritual growth. For the initiation, if not renewal of a bonding and
loving relationship with Jesus, turning our Sunday words of communion into deeds, into
action...even though the visions of realizing that action is most challenging this year. Your Vestry
has scheduled a vestry retreat later this Spring...ready to “spring” forward.
Acts of reflective love and regeneration that become the very manifestations of the living
Christ in our daily life, right here in Rome. The opportunities for Lent are all around us. As for
action…that is up to each of us.
Give up nothing for Lent…but go forward instead with dreams of our liberation from this
isolation, and how God can best use us in the coming time of light.
In the Love of Christ. Fr. Jim
Fun thought of the month; with all this cold weather we are having it is really nice not to
have to go outside to go to church. But if you miss it you can always.....
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